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A dull green to light blue snake mottled with 
black and yellow to orange on the tail. The scales 
are enlarged and black edged. Each scale on 
the head is also edged with black. This snake 
averages 1.8 m, but may reach 2.4 m. It is often 
confused with harmless green snakes of the 
genus Philothamnus and the green Boomslang. 
The West African Green Mamba spends most 
of its life in dense vegetation where it hunts 
for tree-living mammals as well as birds during 
the day. It inhabits coastal and tropical forest. 
It may venture to the ground to bask or move 
to a new tree. Its venom is potently neurotoxic. 
Antivenom is effective for bites by this snake.  

Max length
2.4 m
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